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An additional 8,000 acre-feet of water is estimated

to be required each year after project completion.

9 reservoirs on/near Black Mesa totaling 35,720 acres.

Black Mesa groundwater, the San Juan River, and

the Colorado River are mentioned in the application.

#NoBMPSP
WHAT IS BMPSP?
The Black Mesa Pumped Storage Project

(BMPSP) is a pumped storage hydropower

project proposed by Nature & People First, an

energy development company that wants to

build three “Pumped Storage” energy projects

along the northeastern edge of Black Mesa. 

ALL 3 PROJECTS COMBINED
WOULD REQUIRE 450,000
ACRE-FEET OF NAVAJO WATER

3 0 - 4 0  M I L E S
30-40  miles of Black Mesa's north and

northeastern edge would be industrialized

with reservoirs, pump stations, generators,

roads, water, and electric lines.

Aquifers and spring productivity

Traditional land uses

Endangered Mexican Spotted Owl habitats

Geological stability due to overdraft of aquifers

Impact endangered species like the Navajo Sedge &

Colorado Pikeminnows

THIS PROJECT WOULD DESTROY:

Wheatfields Lake has only
4,500 acre-feet of water
and covers 315 acres.

Total industrial withdrawals from the

Navajo Aquifer (1965-2018) from the

Black Mesa area, 154,800 acre-feet.

To put these numbers into
Navajo perspective 450,000
acre-feet can be seen as:

Over 2 billion 
55-gallon barrels

100x Wheatfields Lake
on the Navajo Nation

3x Industrial Water
Withdrawals

WHAT IS A PUMPED STORAGE HYDROPOWER PROJECT?
Pumped storage hydropower (PSH) is a type of hydroelectric

energy storage. It is a configuration of two water reservoirs at

different elevations that can generate power as water moves down

from one to the other (discharge), passing through a turbine. The

system also requires power as it pumps water back into the upper

reservoir (recharge). In other words, PSH uses the flow of water to

generate electricity. 

 Dangerous use of Navajo water 1.

 Water source is not identified. 2.

 Water evaporation 3.

 Lack of community consultation

or consent 

4.

 Land & Wildlife Impacts 5.

OUR CONCERNS:

HOW MUCH IS 450,000 ACRE-FEET?

(Nearly 147 billion gallons)



Nature & People First have already applied for

preliminary permits for the three projects from the

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).

Nature & People First is asking for these federal permits

before consulting with or obtaining the consent of

impacted communities on and near Black Mesa.

PRELIMINARY PERMIT
BMPSP NORTH

The Navajo Nation

Department of Justice

filed a motion with FERC

opposing the project.  

Source:

Application for Preliminary Permits, Nature & People First 

Water Resource Development Strategy for the Navajo Nation, NNDWR

Motion to Intervene of the Navajo Nation, NNDOJ

Groundwater, Surface-Water, and Water-Chemistry Data, Black Mesa

Area, Northeastern Arizona—2016–2018, USGS

What is Pumped Storage Hydropower, DOE

The preliminary permits, if approved, will not allow
construction but will allow People & Nature First to

begin surveys, studies, and other planning.

PRELIMINARY PERMIT
BMPSP EAST

PRELIMINARY PERMIT
BMPSP SOUTH

Navajo Chapters/Committees

have passed resolutions

opposing the Black Mesa

Pumped Storage Project.

1.  Dził Yíjiin Regional Council

2.  Hardrock Chapter

3.  Chinle Agency Grazing Committee

4.  Pinon Chapter

5.  Whippoorwill Chapter

6.  Rough Rock Chapter

7.  Black Mesa/Kits’iili Chapter

8.  Kayenta Chapter

9.  Forest Lake Chapter

10. District 4 Grazing Committee

11.  Tolani Lake Chapter

12.  LaChee Chapter

13.  Dennehotso Chapter

14.  Navajo Mountain Chapter

15.  Bodaway/Gap Chapter

16.  Coppermine Chapter

17.  Tsidi To’ii (Birdsprings) Chapter

18.  Western Navajo Agency Grazing Committee

19.  Leupp Chapter

19

#NoBMPSP
(No Black Mesa Pumped Storage Project)

#NoBMPSP
#ProtectNavajoWater

#NoFalseSolut ions
#Water IsL i fe

For  more information v is i t  t o n i z h o n i a n i . o r g / n o - b m p s p
or  emai l  info@tonizhoniani .org

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qqVq881-ha5WgqjS9iZGPC56cGq6fsuP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_9LT9wpcMowDnp0wewJakt8_eVJOX20P/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a_H1135cdRJkRAN7eAJSpFDGw9IuwDFT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IPc-Df5toCVYvfuXIZnDBUTuxO-BplHt/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14AUVGvnTkOAqL1V2GUMdzrsutdyFzq1d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12oAotpmiBidGwwDkwcAcNC0CimgI8pie/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iqrtNK-CMsQlWbscyJw40Ij_Ra-wJH6W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQGzddGMQcJ1ULJfsnfa5EpJkzjOVx1d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10SN9a_el80jYmYN18qhUxByI9bNSBUVG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KCeMDSgoMv7SQ8nhoa2dd16if0s-fG3N/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F2wcL-CBTr4G6exeE7-Qge9mP5YZzWz7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VBSO_nmahJTJ2GV0Yoxl8xXCsLV0MXLd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R_HOPI2912Kc3UV7OHAMD7tOhROEph4A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xepHwWG9OffuOun7tj2IEsaZ86rycgbG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DbBMMIJJAA9u-WIwJ-ZoU-biJR7rn1at/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11BI2jdQzd3DgZqW-QDQegkJpbMO04Qxd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LN1HN3eBRhKyoeddyevd1a2xKRtKpmnT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HVHIX1skhxprXRClH5gJiU1YaGVxGgtP/view?usp=sharing

